CUNY School of Law 

Student Government 

April 6, 2010    

General Session 

MINUTES 

I.  Ebette Convenes the meeting at 12:45  

     1) quorum present 

     2) Agenda approved with one addition 

II.  Building Committee / interface Group Report 

     1) Patrick got to go with Building committee and all the Deans to the new building, and got to tour all the floors, top floor where the library will be, it feels like there are more student spaces in it, and while LIC is nice but the buidling is blocked by Citicorp tower from the neighborhood.  There will be a challenge to getting people to stay and create a positive school space.  Needs a lot of work.  Any questions? 

     2) Robin wondered about the offices and light blockage.  Patrick explained that plan still remained basically intact ring of offices hall ring of class rooms and other spaces hall then inner classrooms.  The Offices on the exterior are not changing and they need more for increased on faculty for part time.  There will not be exterior spaces.  Support staff will be in cubicles outside of classroom spaces.  They have privacy and noise concerns, but dont oppose being near students.  The space was built for light to get in with cubicles not walls.  

Clinic will be on the fourth floor.   Clinical reception on the first floor. 

     3) Anessa wondered whether it will feel like a school when the first round of work is done.  Patrick said we will hopefully get closer to modern than to corporate.   With students in it it will feel like a school.  There are training areas that are not unlike our classrooms but larger and nicer. Including movable walls for different configurations.    Seminar spaces that they are creating are less clear what they will look like.   

     4) Latoya asked about seminar spaces they are seeking to design the seminar spaces for 1L.  There would be a seperate adjoining space but the classroom of the seminar space will be used for classes not just including 

     5) Paula understanding is that Day seminars and Night seminars will share space so twice as many people will share the space as now.  

     6) Paula explained that there are no separate quiet places in the library, there will be faculty offices at the perimeter.  There is debate about how to create quiet study space there are 18 carols.  There isn't money for quiet study space.   

     7) Jamal asked that there will be a shared space with the night school and where will I study if there is no evening study space.  

     8) Ebette commented that the clinic spaces at NYU have these same problems but there are no separate quiet spaces.   

     9) Suha there is less space to study and we shouldnt and wont look outside them.  

     10) Becca – there will be less books in volume (and falling - Patrick) including the weight concerns but with lower stacks there will be more light and noise. 

III.  Alternating meeting structures 

     1) Bright -  this proposal is consistant with Robert's rules, and alternating meetings would be a committee of the whole focused on open discussion with a rotating facilitating moderating position with each member being responsible once for moderating and another time for minutes. And went through the proposal [attached]

     2) Becca – why have different moderators and recording at each meeting isnt there a benefit to have one person who takes minutes or moderates for expertise and continuity.  

     3) Paula – Its intent is to have all people participate and not have people continutally busy doing recording and or sitting out the meeting moderating.  It builds skills and draws people in.  

     4) Gabby – I agree with Becca that other than that provision it makes sense but its just going to be smoother. 

     5) Suha – I agree with Gabby and Becca, it will hurt continuity.  

     6) Ebette – great to have a discussion meeting where I can step in and discuss without worrying about being the moderator and the limits on my voting.  Im not so concerned with the continuity.  

     7) Becca- if the goal is to give a break to the moderator and recorder arent there better ways to allocate it then rotating every week.

     8) Stephan – I like keeping the recording secretary as one person,

     9) Bright- I agree with Becca's critique but the goal isnt to  really develop skills it is to make people more mindful of the role and the process. And that is the value. That is worth it to reduce the quality of the minute, but we can work on a standard format and other ways to improve minutes. 

     10) Ebette – entertain motion to vote, Casey Motion 

     11) 5 Ayes, 5 Nays,  4 Abstentions. 

     12) Bright calls for a vote by name, Bright recording votes 

     13) Vote by roll call Aye 6, Nay 7,  Abstentions 4  

IV.   Voter registration bill

     1)  Bright - Woman Pamela Jullian is running a grassroots organization to run a campaign to increase voter registration on college campuses. She and other organizations to sponsor this bill and have the SG here endorse the resolution.   Please read it so we can vote next time.   The jist is that all HS college and higher ed institution will make voter registration forms at the beginning  of the semester, and a website link that allows voter registration.  

     2) Becca moves to vote on it- 

     3) 14 Ayes, 3 abstentions 

V.  2010-2011 Elections 

     1)  Charles presents the SG elections need to be done soon as well as other elections. 

     2) Pick a date after april 20, one week for voting, and before the end of the semester april 31 

     3) how about the nominations as of next monday and voting  April 22 - 29  

VI.   Softball challenge 

     1)  Frank Diehl has challenged us we will email regarding a date. 

     2) Probably April 21 

VII. Website Bios and Pictures  - Tabled 

VIII. Meeting Closed – by motion at 1:30 

IX. Charles announced the special budget request deadline.  

